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PANEL UPDATE REPORT 

 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.2 This report updates the Police and Crime Panel on key issues and 

developments that have occurred since the last meeting on 18 March 
2021. 

 
 

2.0  ISSUES FOR THE PANEL 
 
2.1 Note the range of information and activity set out in the report. 

 
2.2  Identify any areas on which Panel Members require further information 

or other action. 

 
 

3.0  BACKGROUND 
 

Update on National Policy and Legislation 

 
 Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 

 
3.1 The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill reaches the Report Stage 

in the House of Commons on 5 July and is nearing the halfway point of 
its Parliamentary journey. The Bill proposes a large number of measures 

including: 
 

 A duty on the Secretary of State to publish an annual report on 

progress against the delivery of the Police Covenant; 

 A duty on specified authorities, including local authorities and chief 

officers of police, to collaborate with each other to prevent and 

reduce serious violence; 



 A duty on relevant authorities to undertake offensive weapons 

homicide reviews; 

 Establishment of a statutory framework for the extraction of 
information from digital services for the purposes of the 

prevention, detection, investigation or prosecution of crime, 

safeguarding purposes and the purposes of investigating deaths; 

 Strengthened police powers in respect of non-violent protests; 

and, 

 Introduction of a new offence and revisions to existing powers in 
respect of unauthorised encampments. 

 
3.2 The Bill’s progress is being closely tracked, and further analysis of the 

implications will be provided at the appropriate time. 
 

 Domestic Abuse Act 2021 

 
3.3 The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 received Royal Assent on 29 April 2021.  

The Act’s measures include: 
 

 Creating a statutory definition of domestic abuse; 

 Establishing the office of Domestic Abuse Commissioner; 

 Creating a Domestic Abuse Protection Notice and Domestic Abuse 

Protection Order; 

 Placing a duty on local authorities to give support to victims of 
domestic abuse and their children in refuges and safe 

accommodation; and, 

 Requires local authorities to grant new secure tenancies to social 

tenants for reasons connected with domestic abuse. 
 

3.4 Later this year, the Government is due to publish a new Domestic Abuse 

Strategy alongside a Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy. 
 

 Information Publication Requirements 
 

3.5 On 31 May 2021, new Regulations came into force which add to the list 
of information that must be published by Police and Crime 

Commissioners. The Regulations (The Elected Local Policing Bodies 
(Specified Information) (Amendment) Order 2021) require that 

information relation to the following must also be published: 
 

 The force’s performance against the Government’s national 
priorities for policing, and that this statement is published at the 

same time as the Police and Crime Plan; 



 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue 

Services (HMICFRS) performance reports on the force; and. 

 Complaint handling. 
 

3.6 The order specifies that this information must be published in a 
prominent place on the elected local policing body’s website by 31 July 

2021. 
 

3.7 These changes resulted from the first part of the Home Office Review 
into the role of Police and Crime Commissioners. The second part of the 

review focuses on longer-term reform, including a review of expansion of 
PCC powers, and is due to report later this year. 

 
 Funding Opportunities 

 

3.8 The second round of the Home Office’s Safer Streets Fund closed in 
March 2021 and on 3 June 2021 it was announced that a total of £18.3 

million of this funding had been awarded to 40 areas across England and 
Wales. 

 
3.9 Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner was awarded £311,358 for 

activity in the St. Michael’s ward in Allerdale. This funding is expected to 
be spent on a number of crime prevention measures, including the 

delivery of Safer Homes Packs and advice to 1300 homes, targeted 
intervention to 150 homes previously targeted by criminals, updating of 

street lighting, a public realm lighting scheme, and additional CCTV. 
 

3.10 A third round of the Safer Streets Fund was also launched on 3 June 
providing the opportunity for PCCs to bid from a fund of £25 million for 

activities that go beyond essential environmental measures. Bids for 

projects to improve the safety of women and girls on the streets are 
encouraged. 

 
 Public Consultation Survey – Cumbria PCC’s Police and Crime 

Plan 2021-2024 
 

3.11 In late June the Cumbria PCC launched a public consultation survey on 
police priorities to inform the development of the new Police and Crime 

Plan for 2021 – 2024. The consultation closes on 17 August 2021 and is 
accessible at Have Your Say on the Future of Policing - Cumbria Police 

and Crime Commissioner (cumbria-pcc.gov.uk). 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/have-your-say-on-the-future-of-policing/
https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/have-your-say-on-the-future-of-policing/


Public Accountability Conference 
 

3.12 There are some forthcoming meetings which may be of interest to Panel 
Members. The next Public Accountability Conference is scheduled for 12 

July 2021 11.00am – 1.00pm via Teams  PAC meeting - Cumbria Police 
and Crime Commissioner (cumbria-pcc.gov.uk). 

 
 

4.0 CONCLUSION 
 
4.1 The Cumbria PCC is expected to present the draft Police and Crime Plan 

2021-2024 to the Police and Crime Panel at its next meeting in October. 
At this point it is proposed that the Panel review its work programme and 

identify issues for further investigation. 

 
 

Clare Killeen 

Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Advisor, Cumbria County Council 
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